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Omaha Virtual High School 
3215 Cuming Street 

Omaha, NE 68117 
 (531) 299-0269 ï Phone 

Website: www.omahavirtualschool.org 

Facebook: @OPSVirtualschool  

Twitter: @OPS_Virtual 

 
Mission Statement 

Omaha Virtual School is committed to empowering life-long learners by developing 

collaborative relationships. Within our community, we provide an innovative, personalized 

learning experience. Success in this mission will cultivate critical thinkers who have the tools to 

contribute to a changing global society. 

 

Vision Statement 

Future ready, today. 

 

Core Values 

Growth Mindset, Positivity, Collaboration, Integrity,  

Accountability, Self-Advocacy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
¶Omaha Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex (including pregnancy), 

marital status, sexual orientation, disability, age, genetic information, gender identity, gender expression, citizenship status, veteran 

status, political affiliation or economic status in its programs, activities and employment and provides equal access to the Boy 

Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following individual has been designated to accept allegations regarding non-

discrimination policies: Superintendent of Schools, 3215 Cuming Street, Omaha, NE 68131 (402-557-2001). The following persons 

have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director for the Office of Equity and Diversity, 

3215 Cuming St, Omaha, NE 68131 (531-299-0307).  

¶Las Escuelas Públicas de Omaha no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, origen nacionalidad, religión, sexo (incluyendo el 

embarazo), estado civil, orientación sexual, discapacidad, edad, información genética, identidad de género, expresión de género, 

estatus de ciudadanía, condición de veterano, afiliación política o condición económica en sus programas, actividades y empleo y 

se proporciona un acceso equitativo a los niños exploradores (boy Scouts) y otros grupos juveniles. La siguiente persona ha sido 

designada para aceptar las alegaciones en relación con las políticas de no discriminación: el Superintendente de Escuelas, 3215 

Cuming Street, Omaha, NE 68131 (402-557-2001). Las siguientes personas han sido designadas para manejar las preguntas con 

respecto a las políticas de no discriminación: Director de la Oficina de Equidad y Diversidad, 3215 Cuming St, Omaha, NE 68131 

(531-299-0307). 

http://www.omahavirtualschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OPSVirtualSchool/
https://twitter.com/OPS_Virtual
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Dear Learners & Learning Coaches,  

Omaha Virtual School strives to be a unique learning environment for all students. 

Our blended learning model combines face to face instruction on campus with 

online learning that our students can access from home. We believe this model 

will prepare students to be future ready, today, regardless of their college or career 

choice. We are confident that in our program, our graduates will embody the 

Portrait of a Graduate that Omaha Public Schools aims for every graduate. 

As we embark on the fifth year of Omaha Virtual High School, we are hoping to enhance our student 

experience in many ways. We intend to:  

¶ grow our student body to serve more students.  

¶ offer dual enrollment courses in partnership with Metropolitan Community College.  

¶  create a schedule that will allow students to thrive in the blended learning environment.  

Our goal is to continue to grow and add course offerings to enhance our studentsô experience. For the 

2021-22 school year we are offering Advanced Placement courses and the opportunity for students to 

earn dual enrollment credits from Metropolitan Community College.  

Please take some time to browse through our course offerings in our course catalog. We look forward 

to welcoming you as a future Ocelot at OVS!  

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Wendy Loewenstein  

Omaha Virtual School Director  

 



 
 

4 
 
 

Contents 
STUDENT ELIGIBILITY/ EXPERIENCE ...................................................................................................... 5  

STAYING ON TRACK  ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

ENROLLMENT OPTIONS  ............................................................................................................................... 6 

PART-TIME ENROLLMENT RESPONSIBILITIES  ................................................................................... 6 

ENROLLMENT OPTIONS VISUALéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé7 

GRADE LEVEL PLACEMENT  ....................................................................................................................... 7 

TYPICAL CYCLE OF CLASSES  .................................................................................................................... 8 

CREDIT RECOVERYééééé...éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.8 

NEBRASKA STATE TESTING AND OMAHA PUBLIC SCHOOLôS INTERIM TESTINGéééé..9 

 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE AND CLASS RANK  ......................................................................................... 9 

HONOR ROLLééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé9 

COURSE PLACEMENT APPEALééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé9 

HOMESCHOOL CREDIT ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé...éé10 

SUPPLEMENTAL COURSEWORKéééééééééééééééééééééééé.ééé10 

TRANSFER CREDITSéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé...éééé..10 

OVS GRADING PRACTICESééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé11-12 

OPS GRADUATION REQUIREMENTSéééééééééééééé...ééééééééééé13 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT /DUAL ENROLLMENT  ééééééééééééééééé.é.14-16 

OPS CAREER CENTER& NDE CAREER EDUCATION ééééééééééééééééé17-19 

NCAAéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé...éééé..20-25 

REGISTRATION FORMéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.26 

ARTéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.é27 

BUSINESS ......................................................................................................................................................... 28 

ENGLISH  .......................................................................................................................................................... 29 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE  ........................................................................................................ 31 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  ................................................................................................................. 32 

MATH  ................................................................................................................................................................ 33 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  .............................................................................................................................. 35 

SCIENCE ........................................................................................................................................................... 35 

SOCIAL STUDIES ........................................................................................................................................... 37 

WORLD LANGUAGES  ................................................................................................................................... 39 



 
 

5 
 
 

 

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY  

Omaha Virtual School is a non-traditional educational environment for students who are self-starters, 

self-advocates, and have a desire/ability to learn independently. In order to be eligible for OVS High 

School, students must be on track for graduation based on the below credit accumulation criteria 

(see grade level placement section). Students are not eligible if they have been expelled from a previous 

school.  

 

Students must have an adult identified (typically a parent/guardian) as a learning coach to keep the 

learner on track, on pace, and engaged in learning at home.  

This learning coach must: 

¶ Regularly log in to the learning management system (K12.com) to monitor student progress 

and learning and log learner attendance online, weekly.  

¶ Respond to communication from learning facilitators (teachers) in a timely manner (via 

email/phone). 

¶ Engage with the learner and the learning facilitators (teachers) to support the learner.  

¶ Provide transportation to the required class sessions on campus. 

 

STUDENT EXPERIENCE 

Omaha Virtual School is a blended learning environment in which learners participate in learning at 

school and online. In our enriched virtual model of blended learning, learners spend the majority of 

their learning time at home, online navigating independently through our online coursework.  

Learners are expected to: 

¶ engage in coursework independently 5 days per week for 6 hours per day.  

¶ attend classes on campus at least once per week. 

¶ attend live, online lessons (synchronous) throughout the week. 

¶ communicate/interact with learning facilitators regularly via email, phone, virtual meetings. 

 

STAYING ON TRACK  

All courses in our program have a pacing guide developed by the teacher. This is the suggested pace 

for students to follow in order to complete their course in the semester time frame that they have to 

earn a credit. If students fall behind on their coursework (based on the pacing guide) or are struggling 

to grasp a concept/skill, they will be invited to attend an online or in-person intervention session with 

their teacher where they can re-learn or practice a skill.  

 

If a student becomes two weeks behind the recommended pacing guide, OVS staff will work with the 

student and learning coach to develop a Back on Track plan. This plan will support the learner and 

learning coach with specific steps and actions that need to occur in order to get a student caught up. If 

the Back on Track plan is not successful after the identified period of time, the student will be placed 

on academic probation and given a high level of support for two weeksô time. If the student is still 

behind after this time frame, a meeting will be held with the director to determine next steps, with 

potential of removal from the program. 
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ENROLLMENT OPTIONS  

 

Omaha Virtual High School has full-time and part-time enrollment options. At the beginning of each 

school year, students will identify their enrollment status and must maintain enrollment status 

throughout the year. A student cannot shift their enrollment status after their junior year to full-time 

as graduation requirements may not be able to be met.   

¶ Full-time enrollment  

o requires students to take a minimum of 7 classes/semester (or necessary course load to 

be on track for graduation) 

¶ Part-time enrollment (two scenarios): 

o  with homeschoolðNot on diploma earning pathway 

Á requires students to take a minimum of 4 courses. English is a required course.  

Á Requires exempt homeschool status from the state. 

o with OPS schoolðDiploma earning pathway 

Á requires students to take a minimum of 4 courses at OVS. English is a required 

course.  

Á Concurrent enrollment would be with the studentôs OPS neighborhood school. 

¶ Please note: Students who chose to switch to part-time status after being full-time at OVS, 

may not be eligible to return to full -time status if they are not credit sufficient. (Refer to the 

chart for a visual of enrollment options at OVS.) 

 

 

PART-TIME ENROLLMENT RESPONSIBILITIES  
Changing enrollment status is only allowed at beginning of school year. If a student is enrolling as 
part-time status, with homeschool or OPS school, parents are responsible for:  

¶ Communicating part-time enrollment status with OVS in writing. 
¶ Enrolling student in the course through the appropriate processes. 
¶ Meet with OVS school counselor to develop a course plan to ensure awareness of part-

time implications of credits and diploma. 
¶ Communicating student schedule and enrollment plan to OVS counselor. 
¶ Maintaining their studentsô records/transcripts from other institutions 
¶ Transporting students to and from classes 
¶ Ensuring classes do not interfere with OVS class time. 
¶ Keeping track of the neighborhood schoolôs schedule and student attendance at classes. 
¶ Enrolling students in these courses with the resident school counselor or program. 

 

If the student is taking additional courses at another institution, it is the parent/guardianôs 
responsibility to make sure credits can transfer to OPS graduation requirements, if that is the 
intention of the student. The parent/guardian must provide six weeks-notice, prior to the start of the 
class for credit/institution approval from OPS. This process is started by emailing the program 
director with the name of the course and the credit-offering institution. 
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ENROLLMENT OPTIONS VISUAL  

Full -Time Enrollment 

7 course minimum  

DIPLOMA EARNING 

PATHWAY  

Part-Time OVS 

Part-Time OPS 

  

4 course OVS minimum* 

DIPLOMA EARNING 

PATHWAY  

Part-Time OVS 

Part-Time Homeschool 

  

4 course OVS Minimum 

NON-DIPLOMA 

EARNING PATHWAY  

¶ Can take courses 

at neighborhood 

school if not offered 

by OVS  

¶ Can participate in 

clubs (not NSAA 

sanctioned) at 

neighborhood school. 

¶ English course at OVS 

Required 

¶ Can participate in NSAA 

sanctioned athletics or 

activities, if enrolled in 4 

or more courses at 

neighborhood school 

¶ Can take elective courses 

at OPS Career Center 

¶ Must obtain Exempt Home 

school status from 

Nebraska Dept. of Ed 

¶ English at OVS Required 

¶ Can participate in clubs at 

OPS neighborhood school 

¶ Cannot participate in 

NSAA sanctioned sports 

¶ If taking supplemental 

courses from an outside 

OPS provider, transfer of 

credits is possible if the 

institution is accredited and 

credits are approved by 

OPS prior to enrollment. 

(see page 10) 

 

 

 

GRADE LEVEL PLACEMENT  

Credits are earned at the end of each semester for courses passed.  Students are encouraged to adopt a 

program plan that includes sufficient courses to earn a minimum of 7 credits per semester.  This allows 

the student to take maximum advantage of the learning opportunities offered by Omaha Virtual High 

School.   

 

To be on track toward graduation: 

 Grade 10 Placement (Sophomore)           Earned at least 13 credits in grade 9. 

 Grade 11 Placement (Junior)      Earned at least 25 credits in grades 9 and 10. 

             Grade 12 Placement (Senior)                  Earned at least 37 credits in grades 9, 10, and 11. 
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TYPICAL CYCLE OF CLASSES  
This is just an example.  Individual studentsô schedules will vary, and this does not include elective 

courses, or honors classes.  Math classes are dependent upon the level of achievement in middle school. 

 

 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

English English 1-2 English 3-4 English 5-6 English 7-8 

Social 

Studies 
U.S. History 1-2 

Human Geography  

Economics 

Modern  

World History 

American 

Government 

Science Physical Science 1-

2 

Biology 1-2 Required  

Science Elective 

Science elective 

Math  Algebra 1-2 Geometry 1-2 Algebra 3-4 Pre-Calc/Trig 

 

REGISTRATION GUIDELINES  
Students register in the spring for the following year. A student will have two opportunities to select 

courses: 

1. Students select and finalize courses during spring registration. 

2. Following spring registration, students can adjust courses based on conflicts in their 

schedules. 

Course changes after the spring are only allowed under the following circumstances: 

1. If a course was completed during summer school. 

2. If a course that was failed during the previous school year. 

3. If there is a schedule conflict that cannot be adjusted without dropping or changing a course. 

4. If a student needs to meet graduation requirements. 

 

COURSE DROP GUIDELINES 
Dropping a course after the first 15 days of the semester will result in a grade of ñF,ò which is included 

in grade point average calculations. Requests to drop a course will be initiated by the student or 

parent/guardian by the school counselor.  

 

Procedures for withdrawing from a course:  

1. Conversation with the teacher  

2. Counselor conferencing with teacher and student  

3. Problem solving with all affected parties 

*The first step is to navigate through the schedule change.  If it is determined that other faculty need 

to be included, please use the ñSchedule Change/Request to Drop a Courseò form.  Please see School 

Counseling for a copy of the OPS Schedule Change/Request to Drop a Course form. Use the ñSchedule 

Change/Request to Drop a Courseò form as a last resort. 

 

CREDIT RECOVERY  
OVS does NOT offer credit recovery. (see Student Eligibility section). If a student fails a course and 

does not earn credit during the school year, they must earn the credit in the summer at Omaha North 

or the studentôs school of residence. Students must be on track for graduation with the appropriate 

amount of credits (see Grade level placement section) to remain eligible for OVS High School. 
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NEBRASKA STATE TESTING AND OMAHA PUBLIC SCHOOLôS INTERIM TESTING 

All students (full-time and part-time) are required to take the state test (ACT-11th grade) and the OPS 

interim assessment, NWEA-MAP, which is required for all 9th-10th graders, three times/year (Fall, 

Winter, and Spring). 

 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE AND CLASS RANK  

Grade Point Average (GPA) is computed by dividing total grade points earned by credits attempted.  

GPA takes into account the grade earned, amount of credit earned, and the weight (based upon credit) 

of the course. All graded courses are included in this computation.  Pluses and minuses are not 

calculated in GPA.  To determine grade points, courses are weighted as follows:  

             Grade               Honors courses               All other courses  

        A           5                                          4 

        B                              4                                          3 

        C                              3                                          2 

        D                              2                                          1 

  F                              0                                           0 

      

Class Rank is determined by cumulative or total GPA.  The student with the highest GPA in the class 

is ranked 1st, the second highest is ranked 2nd and so on.  Final rank is based on grades earned in grades 

9-12. 

 

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION: HONOR ROLL  

To be eligible for the honor roll, each student must: 

 (a)  maintain a 3.0 minimum grade GPA,  

 (b)  be enrolled in 4 or more courses, and not receive a ñFò in any current semester course. 

The levels of Honor Rolls are: 

¶ Ocelot High Honor (4.0 or higher) 

¶ Ocelot Medallion Honor (3.50 to 3.99) 

¶ Ocelot Achievement Honor (3.00 to 3.49)CAREER CENTER 

 

COURSE PLACEMENT APPEALS 
 

All Secondary Omaha Public Schools offer procedures for appealing course placement (i.e., AP, 

Honors, IB, etc.). Each building may have specific forms and deadlines; however, the following 

general procedures shall apply: 

 

Level One: Counselor, Curriculum Specialist, Assistant Principal/Data, or Principal 

A student or parent with a course placement appeal may first discuss the matter with the 

counselor or building administrator involved, with the object of resolving the issue informally. 

 

Level Two: Chief Academic Office (Department of Curriculum and Instruction Support) 

Suppose the course placement appeal is not resolved at Level One, and the individual still 

wishes to pursue the appeal. In that case, he/she may formalize the request in writing 

addressed to the Chief Academic Officer of Curriculum Instruction and Support at 3215 Cuming 

Street, Omaha, NE 68131. 
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Level Three: Superintendent 

Suppose the appeal is not resolved at Level Two, and the individual still wishes to pursue the 

appeal. In that case, he/she may formalize the request to the superintendent of schools after 

receiving a written response from the Chief Academic Officer of Curriculum Instruction and 

Support. 

 

These steps shall be taken promptly to accommodate the registration of courses for the school 

year in question. 

 

HOME SCHOOL CREDITS  

Omaha Public Schoolôs practice regarding home school credits is to enroll students in courses that 

best verify the work done in home school coursework. Home school credits will not be entered into 

the transcript until the student has demonstrated successful completion of the OPS coursework used 

to verify. Before high school credits are accepted a review of homeschool transcript will need to 

occur. Please work with the Omaha Virtual School counselor to complete this task.  

 

SUPPLEMENTAL COURSEWORK  
Students can supplement with accredited online courses from other institutions. However, the 
school/program offering courses has to be accredited through the state of Nebraska and approved by 
OPS prior to taking the course. Student credit will be added to the transcript upon the completion of 
course and transcript review from the institution providing the credit. The parent/guardian must 
provide six weeks-notice, prior to the start of the class for credit/institution approval from OPS. This 
process is started by emailing the program director with the name of the course and the credit-
offering institution. 

 

TRANSFER STUDENTS 

Students transferring into Omaha Virtual High School will be held accountable for meeting Omaha 

Public Schoolôs graduation requirements and must provide an official transcript from the previous 

school/agency. Students will be eligible once verification that students are on track for graduation as 

per the OPS graduation guidelines.  
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